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.On the September 23rd 

Pro-D day, our teachers 

attended a workshop at 

Edgehill Elementary with 

guest speaker Susan Au-

gustyn.  We learned sev-

eral methods of improv-

ing student writing, 

which is one of our 

school goals this year.  

Our staff came away 

from the workshop feel-

ing excited and enthusi-

astic about working with 

students to help further 

their writing skills.  One 

focus of the workshop 

was to teach children to 

write paragraphs that in-

clude topic sentences and 

supporting sentences.  On 

Saturday, teachers met at 

the school to discuss 

ways in which we can 

implement these new 

teaching strategies into 

our own classrooms.  

We are all committed to 

working to improve 

writing instruction at 

James Thomson. 

 

Our monthly recognition 

assembly was held on 

Thursday, September 

24, 2009.  Several stu-

dents from each class 

were recognized for 

their positive contribu-

tions to their class and to 

the school.  Congratula-

tions to all students who 

were recognized! 

We have been handing 

out many safe, coopera-

tive and respectful tick-

ets to students who are 

demonstrating their ef-

forts and contributions 

that help to make James 

Thomson a safe and car-

ing community.   

At each of our assem-

blies we will be selecting 

a name and the chosen 

student will receive a 

limo ride to the Shin-

glemill for lunch.  Spe-

cial thanks to Kathleen 

Herbert of Pearl City 

Limousines for donating 

her time and limo to help 

make the lunch extra 

special.  Congratulations 

to   Meagan Brown who 

was the first name to be 

drawn. She and another 

student (selected at our 

next assembly) will be 

heading for lunch later 

this month. 

 

Open House 
We had a great turn out for our Open House that was held at the Salish Cen-

ter in Sliammon .  Thank you to Council member Eugene Louie for his open-

ing remarks and to all who attended and helped make the evening a success.  

Special thanks to all those who helped set up, man the barbeques and clean 

up afterwards.  We would also like express our sincere thanks the PAC for 

generously providing the food for the event.  Congratulations to Brooke 

Wale who won the bike helmet door prize. 
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School Based Team  

The purpose of our school based team is to provide a support network to teachers and parents of 

students with special needs or students who are at risk. The teamôs goal is to enable all students 

to achieve their individual potential.  The School Based Team usually consists of the 

following members:    Other members if required could be: 

Å Parents / Guardians    Å School District Psychologist 

Å Principal     Å Speech and Language Therapist 

Å School Counselor    Å Occupational Therapist 

Å SPED / Learning Assistance Teacher Å Other relevant district staff 

Å Classroom Teacher 

 

The following are the responsibilities of the SBT: 

Å Identifying óat-riskô students 

Å Sharing ideas regarding possible teaching strategies and materials 

Å Determining appropriate in-school educational programs for students with special needs 

Å Tracking progress of students with varying needs 

Å Designating a case manager to follow through with implementation strategies and/or evaluat-

ing program objectives for students requiring an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) 

Å Making referrals to District staff 

Å Ensuring communication and coordination of efforts between teachers and support staff 

involved with the student 

Å Ensuring parent involvement. 

School Based Team Meetings will be held weekly either before or after school.  We have not 

set a predetermined date for meeting and work to accommodate parent needs when scheduling 

meetings.  Parents of students who are referred for a SBT meeting will be notified and they are 

encouraged to attend. 
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The Importance of Attendance  

Good attendance at school helps students both academically and 

socially.  Obviously, one of the most significant benefits is that students 

can receive the instruction and practice they need to help master the 

skills they are working on.  Most children respond well to established, 

predictable routines. Missing school frequently or even showing up late consistently can really 

throw children off. It often leaves them in an unenviable position of playing ócatch upô that can 

be very difficult for some. Good attendance also helps to build on friendships and social 

relationships at school. It promotes confidence and allows children to take an active part on 

many of our extra curricular activities that occur at lunch and recess. Of course, we do not wish 

you to send children who are ill to school but we would like parents and guardians to be aware 

that the odd day here or there for other reasons can add up quite quickly. This year we will 

continue to recognize students for perfect attendance at our assemblies. 



 

 

 

 

Great Seashore Cleanup Division 2  

What a green team!  On September 21, 2009, Ms. Dimondôs 

grade 5/6 class walked to Gibsonôs beach to be part of the TD 

Great Canadian Shoreline Clean-Up.  This annual event is 

Canadaôs largest community-based shoreline cleanup and is 

also part of the International Coastal Cleanup.  In 2008, over 

135 000 kg of litter was removed from shorelines across Can-

ada.  This year our group scoured the beach for an hour col-

lecting debris and numerous odd items from the beach.  Two 

students found a burned twin mattress and another found some 

laminate flooring.  All in all, it was a very successful day as 

together we collected over 6 full garbage bags.  A great big 

thank you goes out to all those students who participated and 

helped to make our community a better place to live. 
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Next PAC Meeting 
Monday, October 6th at 7:15 in the Library 

 

The PAC is looking for volunteers to get several exciting programs up 

and running at the school  If you think you might be able to donate 

some of your time, stop by the meeting and find out what you can do to 

make a difference at your childôs school. 

Fire Prevention Week -  October 04 - 10  
Weôll be holding a fire drill during Fire Prevention Week 

as a way of highlighting the importance of fire prevention in our 

community. Our local firefighters will be present to observe the 

drill and help the kids get a better sense of the importance of these 

drills that we hold three times a year.  We sent home a pamphlet 

entitled, ñFire Safety Starts with You!ò on September 16th. We 

have more pamphlets at the school if you didnôt get yours. 
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