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STUDENT LED CONFERENCES 

Our next parent/teacher conferences are scheduled for 

Tuesday, February 16th and Wednesday, February 17th.  Students 

will be dismissed on both days at 1:45 p.m.  Student led confer-

ences start at 1:50 p.m., with the only evening session on Tuesday 

for those parents who can not attend in the afternoon.  Your child 

will be bringing home a notice with their scheduled interview time.  

Please call the office if you need to make a change.  Students are 

expected to attend this conference with their parents. 

 

A huge thank you to Coles 

Book Store for another 

donation to our school li-

brary.  Your contribution 

to our school is very much 

appreciated and we want 

all parents to know how 

generous you have been. 

We are continuing to work on 

improving student writing at 

James Thomson.  Students are 

all working hard in their 

classes to use the techniques 

that the staff learned about 

during our summer Pro-D with 

Susan Augustyn.  This month, 

the staff will be looking at as-

sessment of writing using the 

BC Performance Standards 

that have been developed by 

the Ministry  of Education.  At 

our next staff meeting, we will 

be bringing childrenõs writing 

samples to look at together 

and to assess using the per-

formance standards.   

Our students and staff have contin-

ued to work hard to make James 

Thomson a safe and caring com-

munity.  Teachers and support staff 

are all diligently handing out pink 

recognition slips for students who 

demonstrate their efforts to be 

safe, cooperative and respectful at 

school.  At each of our assemblies, 

we draw a name from the Safe and 

Caring box.  The selected students 

get to travel in a limo to the Shin-

glemill for lunch.  Due to the busi-

ness of the holiday season, we 

postponed the December Limo 

Lunch.  Congratulations to Hailey 

Price, Fernando Menendez, Naomy 

Islam and Mayse Hancock who all 

enjoyed a nice limo ride and a 

hearty lunch in January. 
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Dates to  

Remember: 

Feb 1 

ProD - No school for students 

Feb 3 

Olympic Torch Relay in PR 

Feb 9 

PAC Meeting 7:15 Library 

Feb 13 

Deadline for Burn Awareness 

Poster Contest 

Feb 15 

Limo Lunch 

Feb 16 

Student Led Conferences - 

early dismissal at 1:45 

Evening session at 6:00 

Feb 17 

Student Led Conferences - 

early dismissal at 1:45 

Feb 18 

Recognition Assembly 11:30 

Feb 1-Feb 26 

FSA Testing 

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY 

Former James Thomson student, Amanda Birtig, is 

running in Wednesday's (February 3rd) Olympic 

Torch Relay here in Powell River.  She will be carrying the 

torch on Lund Street (Hwy 101) in Wildwood from Suther-

land Avenue to just west of the Top of the Hill corner 

store (5072 Lund Street).  She is scheduled to commence 

running at 6:09 p.m.  Mark this date and time on your cal-

endar and come out to support Amanda !  

FOUNDATION SKILLS ASSESSMENT  

                  (FSA TESTING)  
A notice went home with your child in mid-January 

from the Board of Education Trustees explaining 

the FSA testing program that will be conducted in Powell River 

schools in February of this year.  The testing is for Grade 4 and 

Grade 7 students and the three tests cover reading comprehension, 

writing and numeracy skills.  It takes about 4½ hours of classroom 

time spread out over a two week period to complete. 

As explained,  the questions are based on the curriculum and results 

provide valuable information about how well our James Thomson 

students are attaining foundation skills.  The testing also shows us if 

student achievement at James Thomson is improving and whether or 

not we are achieving our school goals. 

This year, the testing will happen from Feb 1st through Feb. 26 at 

James Thomson.  Student results will be sent home to parents and 

you will be able to discuss the results with your child.  You will also 

be able to discuss the results with your childôs teacher or Mrs. 

Gaudreau, the principal.  If you have any questions or concerns re-

garding the FSA testing, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. 

Gaudreau at 604-483-3191. 

 

Next PAC Meeting 

Tuesday, February 9 

CHANGE OF DATE 

     at 7:15pm  

     in the Library 



PA G E 3  

MARIAHõS PENNY DRIVE 

Do you know how much money Mariah collected 

in pennies for the  Variety Children's Charity?  

The telethon aired on Global TV on the weekend 

of January 30/31.  Did you  see Mariah presenting 

her cheque on TV? 

There was a lot of excitement at school to see 

which House Team would collect the most pen-

nies.  The Eagles collected the most and the grand 

total for the school was $317.10. 

Thank you to everyone who supported Mariah in 

this meaningful fund-raising event. 

SATISFACTION SURVEYS  

 

The 2010 Ministry of Education surveys are 

for students in grades 4 and 7, their parents, 

and the school staff.   This year, the surveys 

are to be completed on-line.  As a parent, if 

you wish to complete a survey, you will re-

quire a logon number which you can obtain 

from the office.  You then go to: 
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm 

Please take the time to complete the survey, 

as it helps us to better serve you and your 

children.  Students will be completing the 

surveys at school over the coming weeks. 

 

BASKETBALL AT JAMES THOMSON  

The Grade 6 & 7 boys and girls basketball teams are up for the challenge.  

The games are on Tuesday afternoons at 3:15 and the location of the 

games varies each week.  The students involved will have the weekly 

details on where and when their games are.  Good luck to all students 

involved! 

 Go, James Thomson, Go!!! 

THEATRE NOW PRESENTSé. 

CINDERELLA 

At the EVERGREEN THEATRE 

February 5th (Friday) & 6th (Saturday) 

at 7:00 p.m. 

February 7 (Sunday) at 1:00 p.m. 

This traditional pantomime includes music, 

dance, colourful costumes and lots of laugh-

ter and entertainment for the whole family.  

Admission is by donation so the price is right 

for everyone! 
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RECOGNITION ASSEMBLY  
 

The following students were recognized at our  

January 21st Assembly: 

 

Cara Galligos  Layla George  Riley Hackett 

Kirsten Paul   Lily Roemer   Vanessa Hackett 

Jara Galligos   Trent Gendron  Shaya Stevens 

Jack Johnson  Erica Louie   Chelsea Devaney 

Maegan Brown  Carlin Daniels  Kaiya McKay 

Joycelyn Cain Poulton Keaton Hartery  Silas Hackett 

STUDENTS TO ATTEND  

PACIFIC BAROQUE ORCHESTRA  

 

Students from Mr. Roberts, Ms. Dimond, & 

Mrs. Harris/Mr. Ervingtonôs classes will be 

attending a performance of the Pacific Ba-

roque Orchestra at the Academy of Music on 

Tuesday, February 9th at 1:00 p.m.  Bussing 

is being provided by the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great big thank you to all who came out to 

support the recent Beverage and a Burger 

fundraiser at the Red Lion.  Thanks to your 

generosity, we were able to raise $735.00 for 

our school!  The PAC would like to thank the 

following businesses for their contributions to 

the silent auction: 

Nancyõs Bakery  Paperworks Gallery 

Laughing Oyster  Pollen Sweaters 

Tug Ghum Gallery  Wind Spirit Gallery 

Desolation Sound Marine Shingle Mill 

Cranberry Pottery  Lund Water Taxi 

Pacific Breeze Tanning 
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NOTE: 
CHANGE IN HOURS ON WEDNESDAY AND 

THURSDAY  AT J.T. STRONGSTART  

**EFFECTVE FEBRUARY 1, 2010** 
 

New Hours are:  

AFTERNOONS on Wednesday- 12-3 

MORNINGS on Thursday- 9-12 

NEW FACILITATOR - CYNTHIA SPENST 

For children from birth to pre-

kindergarten with their caregivers Free    

     

FREE SWIM/SKATE FOR GRADE 5s & 6sé. 

The Parks, Recreation & Culture Dept is committed to promoting a healthy lifestyle for 
youth.  This special promotion assists grade 5 & 6 students to stay active with FREE ac-
cess to drop-in swimming and skating. 

Grade 5 students:  have unlimited access to drop in swimming and skating until Aug. 31 

Grade 6 students:  receive 10 drop in swim/skate admissions good until Aug. 31. 

Parent must register student at the Complex reception desk.   

Birth Certificate is required. 

 

HAPPY LIMO LUNCH RIDERS, 

NAOMY ISLAM & HAILEY PRICE 

JANUARY 2010 


